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Our St Edmund’s SEN Offer
 
St Edmund’s Catholic Primary School is an inclusive school, we welcome diversity and, as a Christian community, we celebrate the uniqueness of each individual. We believe in developing a strong partnership with parents/carers and believe that this partnership will enable children and young people with SEND to achieve their potential. 
 
Parents/carers have a unique overview of their child's needs and how best to support them. They hold key information and have a critical role to play in their child's education. Our staff believe that having high self-esteem is crucial to a child’s emotional well-being and academic progress. We have a caring, understanding team who look after and strive to do the best for all our children. 
 
At St Edmund’s, we have experience supporting children with a range of needs. These include children on the autistic spectrum, those with sensory needs, hearing impairments, emotional needs as well as health needs like epilepsy, diabetes. 
 
The questions below help to explain what we can offer at St Edmund’s. 
 
How does the school know if my child needs extra help? 
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We have a number of methods to help us identify if a child needs extra help. These include: 
· Information from you the parent, the first educator of your child. 
· Information from your child’s pre-school setting or previous school. 
· Information from other services who may have worked with your child, for example a speech and language therapist, an occupational therapist etc. 
· Observations and data from your child’s class teacher that may highlight a lack of progress over time. 
· Behavioural needs that may be expressed during class time, unstructured times of the school day or during free play times at home. 
This information will be used to ensure that we meet any additional needs your child may have. We will monitor children’s progress and development. If we have concerns, we may ask other professionals to give advice and support to class teachers and learning assistants but it will be in consultation with you the parents/carers.  Early identification and intervention are key.

What should I do if I think my child may have special educational needs? 
 
In the first instance, talk to your child’s class teacher. Your concerns will always be taken seriously. The class teacher may then make an appointment for you to talk to the school Inclusion Manager, Deputy Head or Head.  Sometimes, the class teacher may send home an ‘initial concerns’ form to help gather more information and to support us, as a school, to identify the right type of support in that moment of your child’s development.  You can also contact the St Edmund’s SEND Team and Inclusion Manager on the following email:

 sen@st-edmunds.richmond.sch.uk

Who can help to support my child?

· The class teacher will always be the best person to support your children.  They are the experts in the room and are experienced in supporting a range of diverse needs.
· As a school, we are also able to access support from a number of advisory services provided by the local authority.  These include, but are not limited to, consultation with advisory teachers who specialise in Autism, Dyslexia, Behaviour etc.  Further information regarding support available to us is outlined in the Local Authority’s comprehensive guide on the ‘Ordinarily Available Offer’ :

AfCinfo website - Kingston and Richmond :: Local Offer / Information and advice / Education / Ordinarily Available
 
Are there the TAs in the classroom?

At St Edmund’s, we are lucky to have a highly experienced team of teaching and learning assistants.  From Year 1-Year 6, Teaching and Learning Assistants are not assigned to specific classrooms.  Staff are deployed according to the needs of individual children, groups of children or cohort dependent.  Our support assistants are divided into different areas of expertise e.g. some Teaching and Learning assistants specialise in supporting and delivering occupational therapy support, some specialise in supporting children with specific learning needs.  The team work across a number of classes and year groups and this is the best way to spread the expertise and support to those who needs it most.  In Nursery and Reception, alongside the classroom teachers, there is ‘full time’ support from an additional Teaching and Learning Assistant.  The Early Years Team work closely together to ensure that the needs of all children are met.
 





How will school staff support my child? 
 
· Your child’s needs will be met within the class, supported by high-quality teaching, including lesson planning that takes account of the needs of each child. [image: ]
· Classroom adaptations are made to support some children who may need an additional workspace / calm corner.
· Occupational therapists and Speech and Language therapists carry out regular classroom environmental audits to identify additional ways that we can improve our classrooms based on the needs of each class.
· The progress of all children is reviewed on a regular basis and class teachers continuously look to identify areas to support and improve outcomes for all the children in their care. 
· Where a child is identified as have an additional need (SEN), an individual support plan is drafted and a child is placed on our school SEN register.  These children receive ‘Wave 3’ support.  Wave 3 support may include additional adult support in the classroom, targeted 1:1 or group intervention, strategies and advice from an educational psychologist etc.  Further information regarding ‘waves’ of support can be found in our SEND policy which is also available on the school website.
· The individual support plan is written by the class teacher and the inclusion manager initially – any advice from other professionals is included and parent feedback also shapes and supports the advice in the plan.
· Once the individual support plan is agreed, it will be reviewed with parents three times a year.
· The support plan outlines the assess, plan, do, review cycle.  It identifies your child’s strengths, their barriers to learning and adjustments that will be made to support their needs.  All adults working with your child will have access to the plan.
· Where necessary, the school may seek support from outside services and other professionals. This will be discussed with you first and a referral made, preferably with your permission. 
· The governing body is responsible for ensuring that SEN funding is used appropriately. 
· There is a designated Inclusion Governor (Carl Pandole) who works with the Head and the Inclusion Manager. 
 




How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs? 
 
· Most children will follow the national curriculum as outlined for their age and stage.
· Some children are working 2-3+ years behind their peers and it may therefore mean that learning material and content will need to be adapted.
· Teachers take account of the needs of individual children and adapt lessons and tasks to ensure the curriculum content is appropriate for them. 
· Some lessons/tasks may also need to be resourced differently to ensure equal access 
· Children may work in a variety of groupings, such as small, supported groups, 1:1, mixed ability and similar ability groups to support learning and to match children’s needs. 

How will I know my child is making progress? 
 
· Teacher assess and track progress in all areas of the curriculum, for every child in their care.  These assessments are recorded I our whole school assessment tracking system called ‘Insight’. 
· Pupil progress meetings are held regularly throughout the year, with members of the Leadership Team and children’s class teachers, to discuss the needs of each class and the progress of individuals. 
· Targets are set, reviewed and updated at least three times a year. 
· Individual support plans identify progress throughout the year in the ‘assess’ section of the plan.
· For some children, targets may not be academic but instead behavioural or based on ‘life skills’.
What support might be available for my child? [image: ]
Support we can provide in school may include: 
· Nurture groups and 1:1 Emotional Literacy Support Assistants support
· Social skills and friendship groups to support SEND children’s emotional, mental and social development. 
· Tailored intervention groups to support access to the curriculum. 
· 1:1 academic support.
· Whole class support and advice from advisory teachers at the Local Authority
 
There are nominated first aiders in school and all members of staff have received basic first aid training. 
 
If your child has significant medical needs, you will need to speak to the Welfare Officer to discuss how we can best support you and your child. Children with significant medical needs will need to have an individual Health Care Plan in place.

Some children will have significant and complex needs and may require an Educational Health Care Plan.
 
So, what is an Education Health Care Plan? 
 
The purpose of an Education Health Plan is to bring all aspects of a child’s needs together, to secure improved outcomes across all areas – education, health, and social care. It is designed to help support and prepare individuals for adulthood and can stay with an individual up until the age of 25 years old. 
 
An Education Health Care Plan will contain 
· The views and aspirations of you and your child 
· A full description of his/her special needs and any health and social care needs 
· Establish outcomes for your child’s progress 
· Specify the provision required and how the education, health and social care will work together to meet your child’s needs and support the achievement of the agreed outcomes You, your child (where appropriate and aged 16 or over) and/or the school, usually the SENCo/Inclusion Manager or Head, can request that the Local Authority conduct an assessment of your child’s needs. This may lead to an Education Health Care Plan. The process usually takes up to 6 months. 

Further information regarding Health Care Plans can be found at:

AfCinfo website - Kingston and Richmond :: Local Offer / Information and advice / Needs assessments and Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCP) / Applying for an Education, Health and Care needs assessment

What specialist services /expertise are available at or can be accessed by the school? 
 
We can make referrals and access support from the following services: 
 
· Language and Learning Support Service 
· Speech and Language Therapy 
· School Nursing Service 
· Early Years Services 
· Education Welfare Officer (Attendance) 
· Occupational Therapy 
· Primary Mental Health Team 
· Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) 
· Counselling services - Relate 
· Family Support Worker 
· Educational Psychology Service 
· Nurture Group 
 






What training have staff had, or are undertaking, to support children with special needs? 
 
· A rolling programme of training is delivered by the Inclusion Manager or outside services. 
· These programmes are updated annually or when programmes become available that might be pertinent to a given child/ren’s needs. 
· Medical training to support pupils with medical care plans such as epilepsy, diabetes, and epi-pen training. 
· Relaxation and Mindfulness. 
· Auditory Processing training. 
· Precision teaching - maths and literacy. 
· ADHD, Autism and Young Carer training is provided annually.
· Some staff will attend more bespoke training to support complex needs in the mainstream classroom – this is coordinated by the Inclusion Manger and Local Authority advisory teachers.
 
How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom, including school trips? 
 
· We make sure that activities outside the classroom and school trips are available to all. 
· Risk assessments are carried out for each trip and a suitable number of adults are made available to accompany the pupils, with 1:1 support if necessary. 
· Meetings are arranged, prior to trips, with parent/carers to ensure suitable provisions are in place.  If you ever have concerns around a school trip and how your child will be supported, please contact the class teacher or Inclusion manager.
· After school clubs are available to all pupils. Vulnerable pupils are given priority and adjustments will be made to support their participation. 

How accessible is the school environment? 
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· The school site is largely wheelchair accessible. 
· There are disabled toilets in the early years block and near the school hall. 
· The school has sound systems to support those with hearing impairments. 
· See also the school’s Accessibility Policy and Plan under the Policies tab on the website for further information. 
 
How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school, transfer to a new school or the next stage of education and life? 
 
· Induction events take place during the summer and early autumn term for all children who are joining the Foundation Stage in September. 
· Class teachers have scheduled meetings with the schools the children are transitioning to.  The local authority also hold additional SEND transition meetings which are attended by class teacher and the Inclusion Manager.
· There is good transfer of all SEND information/documentation. 
· Previous schools are contacted for information sharing. 
· Children meet their new class teachers and visit their new classrooms. 
· Specific sessions for Year 6 pupils during the summer term or earlier if necessary with additional sessions for those children who may need it. 
· New schools are invited to attend any reviews prior to transition. 
· Children are asked to share their views so they are part of the process and reassured about their next steps/moving up/on. 
 
How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s special educational needs? [image: ]
 
· The special educational needs (SEN) budget is managed by the Head, Inclusion Manager, and Business Manager. 
· The majority of the budget is spent on additional adult support in the form of Teaching Assistants to work with specific classes and groups of children across the school. 
· Additional resources (non-personnel) may be requested as necessary to support specific pupil’s learning. 
· Regular meetings are held to monitor impact of extra support, to ensure value for money. 
· The governing body is kept informed of funding decisions. 
 
How is the decision made about what type and how much support children will receive? 
 
· Once identified as having a special educational need, each child is assessed individually according to the SEN Code of Practice and LA guidance. 
· A personalised plan be developed dependent on the identified needs. 
· Additional assessments from outside services, such as educational psychologists, language and learning support, speech and language will inform the types of support and/or resources needed. 
· Regular review meetings with appropriate staff are carried out to discuss your child’s progress and any additional needs that require support. 
· Pupil progress meetings are held with the Head and class teacher to track progress and decide upon further support. 
· School based plans are discussed with parents and staff up to three times a year (if appropriate). 
 
How can I help my child? 
 
· All parents are actively encouraged to take part in the school community, this may include coming to class assemblies, attending workshops or meetings with class teachers and/or other professionals. 
· Support school staff and be in regular contact with them. 
· Don’t wait if something is bothering you or your child. 
· Additional advice and support videos can be found on our school website and we hold regular parent workshops to support parents when managing additional needs.

 
Who can I contact for further information? 
 
· Your child’s class teacher 
· Welfare Officer – Mrs A O’Flaherty  
· Inclusion Officer – Miss T Meldon 
· Deputy Head – Mr F Nash 
· Head Teacher – Mrs C Moreland 
 
If you have a questions, want to look around or perhaps feel that your child’s needs are hard to meet and want to discuss the matter in more depth, please contact us. 
 
The local offer of services provided by the local authority via Achieving for Children can be found at AfCinfo website - Kingston and Richmond :: SEND Local Offer , and they can be contacted by telephone on 0208 547 5872 or via email: Hounslow local offer can be accessed via SEND Local Offer | London Borough of Hounslow 
 
Our complaints procedure is on the school website should you have any concerns but in the first instance please contact Mrs Moreland. 
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